Creative Short Story
For your next creative writing project, you will couple a photograph with your own original writing. The photograph should be from your childhood (unless approved by me) and should complement, or drive, your story. Your story should be a minimum of 900 words, so it would be a good idea to write it in a word doc—use spell check and word count—before publishing it to your portfolio. In the end, you will make your own decision concerning the genre of your piece (science-fiction, nonfiction, etc.). Also, you should be intentional with a title that really sucks your readers in!

Consider all of the short story elements and conventions we have discussed in class (refer to your literary terms—developing setting, characterization, climax, resolution, etc.). Also, consider the use of elements like perspective, points of view, internal and external conflict, and dialogue. It may help to think of some of your favorite authors and works and try to mimic their style.

You will be assessed on: creativity both in form and in content; investment in your writing; grammar and mechanics; awareness of reader/audience; evidence of process; coherence and clarity. You can conference with me one-on-one at any time before or after school—this will help you improve your writing the most.
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